Tasks for Developing Speaking Skills in the EFL Classroom
Presented by Erik Lundell

A. Describe and Draw

· Put students into pairs.

· Student A describes a picture in as much detail as possible.

· Student B follows student A’s instructions asking for clarification and repetition whenever necessary.

B. Story Telling

· Divide the class into two groups; the Story Tellers and the Listeners

· Send the Listeners out in the hall for a few minutes.

· While the Listeners are out of the classroom, tell the Story Tellers a short story. 

· Bring the Listeners back into the room.  Story Tellers retell the story to the Listeners.
· Confirm understanding by asking members of the Listener group to summarize the story.

C. Strip Stories

· Put students into groups of five.  

· Give each student a sentence from a paragraph.

· Have that student memorize their sentence.  (No writing allowed.)

· After the sentences have been memorized, take the strips away from the students.

· Students use their communication skills reconstruct the paragraph.  *For this to be a true speaking task writing should not be permitted. 

